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abstract

This study explores the potential of urban communities that repurpose
vacant houses and storefronts as 1intergenerational safety nets in
response to increasing youth employment instability and elderly isolation
in post-COVID Japan. Drawing on cases in Sapporo and Kawanishi, the
research uses qualitative methods to investigate how such communities-—
often led by youth—create spaces that also serve and connect elderly
residents. Particularly noteworthy is the <concept of “spatial
governance,  where non-verbal elements such as furniture layout and
movement flow are designed to ensure comfort and autonomy for vulnerable

individuals, including people with mental health issues and domestic




violence survivors. The study highlights the challenge and necessity of
balancing “safety” and “coexistence” in community-based care without

relying solely on professionals.
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