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Abstract

In this research we use a systems approach to analyze the impact of Japanese
and Chinese renewable energy promotion policies on the solar PV industry in Japan.
First, we found two major factors that have influenced the share of domestic
production vis-a-vis the import of solar PV modules in Japan: (1) the difference in

module costs, and (2) the changes in the demand for household-scale and

utility-scale solar PV. Second, although the Feed-in Tariff (FIT) policy has brought




a large increase in the share of solar PV, it has also had some negative impact on
the Japanese solar PV manufacturing industry. Furthermore, our analysis clarifies
some structural factors that have prevented the Japanese government from imposing
import tariffs on imported solar PV modules. To facilitate a more balanced growth
of the solar PV industry in Japan, we propose to reduce the policy support by the
Japanese government for utility-scale solar PV and crystalline silicon PV modules
that constitute most of the imported modules. In addition, we think that stronger
policy support is needed towards the development of next-generation solar PV

modules.
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