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Sustainable urban development has been recognized as a common goal of the urban policies in not only
European and North American but also Japanese cities. However, even in the advanced cases (e.g. City of
Portland, U.S.A, Arakawa City, Japan), it seems that the policy evaluation for realizing it has not yet
established definitely.

This study, as the first step for creating such evaluations, focused on local environmental policies and
then I examined how they have effects on sustainability of the natural capital. Concretely, as a case study
of the policies for conserving “Nishiyama”, which is the symbolic forest, in Nagaokakyo City, Japan, we
analyzed how such local environmental policies could contribute to the improvement of civic well-being by
using the results of our questionnaire survey. It found the results depend on (1) more differences in age
than in duration of residence or school district, (2) more differences in how and how often people can
involve with Nishiyama than if they have ever been there or not, or how they usually can see it. (3)
especially, whether they have learned about the culture and history on it, or have participated in
volunteer activities for conserving forests or not.

The implications suggest that (1) the policies which make people possible to involve with natural capital
directly and indirectly should be placed emphasis on (2) the incentives should be provided to take part in
the opportunity for learning about the natural capital (3) the efforts should be made to dissolve the
differences of their awareness of natural capital between the generations.

On the other hands, in order to evaluate the relationship between local natural capital and civic
well-being more accurately, this study also found that it is necessary to grasp that how local people have
involved with the natural capital and then have recognize its value. Thus, we also have already surveyed
through interview to understand deeply how people, who have various experiences in Nishiyama, have
involved with it. To analyze the results of the survey will be next step of our study.




